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Ozjasz Thon’s Followers in the Municipal 
Self-government of Krakow
Th e title of this article paraphrases Th eodore Herzl’s dictum stressing the aim 
of the Zionist movement – it should conquer the Jewish communities and 
transform them, in the sense of Zionism, from outdated confessional bod-
ies to modern political institutions – basic structures for the Jewish national 
state to come. Th ere is a great deal of literature about this programme. We 
know much from works by Ezra Mendelsohn, Szymon Rudnicki and others 
about how Polish Zionists behaved on the international arena and in the Pol-
ish Sejm.1 But we still know very little about how they performed in the local 
arenas.2 How important was the Zionist movement in municipal politics?3 
What were their aims there and did they win anything?
Th ere was great diversity in the local modern Jewish politics. How the Zi-
onists acted in concrete municipalities depended on more factors: inter-Jew-
ish, local, regional, national and international. First of all, it depended on the 
type of Zionism they believed in. Further, it depended on the character of 
1 For the basic literature about Zionism and the quoted books written by Ezra Mendel-
sohn see Uri Scott, “Zionism and Zionist parties,” in YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern 
Europe, http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Zionism_and_Zionist_Parties; Szymon 
Rudnicki, Żydzi w parlamencie II Rzeczypospolitej (Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Sejmowe, 2004); 
Janusz Fałowski, Mniejszość żydowska w parlamencie II Rzeczypospolitej (1922−1939) (Kraków: 
Wydawnictwo Krakowskiej Szkoły Wyższej, 2006).
2 Ignacy Izaak Scharzbart wrote in his book some pages about the Zionist activities in 
the Cracovian self-government, mostly about the last election in December 1938. Izaak 
Schwarzbart, Tvishn bayde velt milkhomes zikhroynes vegn dem yidishen lebn in Krakov (Bue-
nos Aires: Tsentral-Farband fun Poilishe Yidn, 1958), 62−73. I would like to thank Marcos 
Silber for making these pages available to me.
3 In this article I use the term “community” for Jewish community and “municipality” for 
municipal community.
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the municipality and the local communal politics that were themselves infl u-
enced by state politics. It depended too on the balance of power in the local 
Jewish community, and, last but not least, on the possibility to emigrate at 
a specifi c time. All these factors overlapped. In this text I plan to concentrate 
solely on the local dimension of this entanglement. Let us begin with the 
inter-Jewish factor. 
The Zionists on the Jewish Community Board 
in Krakow
Antony Polonsky describes Krakow as a “symbiotic” Polish city “with most 
harmonious Polish-Jewish relations.”4 Th e author characterises the former 
Galicia as a region where “the clash between religious and secular parties 
was less bitter; the decline of the assimilationists somewhat slower, and the 
policies of the local Zionists more moderate.”5 How do these characteristics 
fi t the Zionist activities in the Jewish community here?
Th e Jewish community in Krakow has been characterised as overwhelm-
ing Orthodox with some ultra-Orthodox, Hasidic and Reform groupings 
(postępowcy).6 Although the Jewish communal majority was Orthodox, tra-
ditionally the leader of the Jewish community board belonged to the Reform 
group.7 In the Habsburg imperial times, the few Jewish political activists rep-
resented mostly conservatism or liberalism and cooperated with non-Jewish 
parties. Because such cooperation was an important part of their political 
credo, they were called assimilationist – a term that stresses rather one aspect 
of their ideology without paying attention to other matters of the political 
programme.8 In the Galician period, the modern Jewish milieus, like the Zi-
4 “Th e city was also conservative and largely pre-industrial, and the fact that two societies 
– Polish and Jewish – were largely separate, may, paradoxically, have eased their coexistence”, 
in Antony Polonsky, Th e Jews in Poland and Russia, 1914 to 2008 (Oxford−Portland: Th e Litt-
man Library of Jewish Civilisation, 2011), Vol. 3, 140.
5 Polonsky, Th e Jews in Poland and Russia, 114. 
6 Sean Martin, “Kraków”, in YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe, http://www.
yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Krakow/Krakow_aft er_1795 [accessed 20.04.2014].
7 For more details see Hanna Kozińska-Witt, “Udział Żydów w wyborach do Rady 
m. Krakowa i w jej składzie w okresie Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej – prasowa wersja wydarzeń”, 
Kwartalnik Historii Żydów 4/248 (2013): 47−78.
8 I use the term assimilationist in a political-institutional sense as the name for the Jew-
ish political milieu that propagated moderate modernisation and cooperated with non-Jew-
ish parties. Mendelsohn and Polonsky used the modern term “integrationists” by analysing 
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onists or the pre-Bundists, were not represented on the communal board. As 
in imperial times, they were also absent there during the First World War. But 
the Zionist status on the Jewish streets seemed to improve constantly: they 
organised popular aid actions and symbolised the Jewish modernity, which 
meant youth, power, equality and more opportunities in Jewish and non-Jew-
ish environments.
On the eve of Polish independence, the Zionists, beside their engagement 
for equal rights, actually seemed to concentrate fi rst of all on “conquering” 
the Cracovian Jewish community. Th e restricted pre-war curial franchise 
continued to operate, with voting weighted in favour of large taxpayers; it 
also favoured the religious and the assimilationists.9 Th e Zionists, engaged in 
modernising the Jewish society, were rather self-confi dent – in their opinion, 
Zionist beliefs were supported by the overwhelming majority of Krakow’s 
Jews. Th erefore, they hoped that democratising the franchise in the city 
would guarantee seats on the community board and give them the majority 
there. One of the main aims for Krakow’s Jewish National Council (JNC), 
a local branch of the much larger Zionist organisation in the Habsburg Mon-
archy, was the democratisation of the Jewish community in the city.10 Yehosh-
ua Ozjasz Th on led the Krakow JNC, which initiated huge demonstrations in 
November 1918 (20,000 participants). As a result, the Zionist politicians suc-
ceeded solely in enforcing a rather cosmetic replacement of the leader of the 
Jewish community board: the assimilationist Dr Samuel Tilles was replaced 
by another assimilationist: Dr Rafał Landau.11 
Aft er the war, the governmental administration did not allow the new 
community board to be elected. Th erefore, its pre-war elected members de-
cided to fi ll the empty board seats with nominations. Probably because of the 
growing respect of the new milieus envisaged in the public sphere (Zionists 
gained representatives in the Polish Sejm and founded the infl uential daily 
Nowy Dziennik), the Jewish community board members allowed the coop-
tation of representatives of modern Jewish politics. While the kehilla was still 
dominated by a coalition made up of Orthodox and integrationists, the Zion-
ists gained one seat in 1921 and three in 1924. 
them. Th e Jews who were members of the assimilationist party were mostly acculturated to 
Polishness. See Konrad Zieliński, “Neoasymilacja. Przyczynek do badań nad myślą polityczną 
Żydów polskich”, in Wokół akulturacji i asymilacji Żydów na ziemiach polskich, ed. Konrad 
Zieliński (Lublin: Wydawnictwo UMCS, 2010), 69.
9 Polonsky, Th e Jews in Poland, 126.
10 Tomasz Marszałkowski, Zamieszki, ekscesy i demonstracje w Krakowie 1918–1939 
(Kraków: Wydawnictwo Arcana, 2006), 21. Marszałkowski describes the Zionist engagement 
in organising the Jewish Self-Defence. 
11 Kamil Stephan, Czesław Brzoza, “Rafał Saul Landau”, in Krakowianie. Wybitni Żydzi 
krakowscy XIV−XX w. (Kraków: Muzeum Historyczne Miasta Krakowa, 2006), 61−63.
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In this way, the communal status of Zionists seemed to improve constant-
ly. In the kehilla elections, held in 1929 in Krakow, in which universal male 
suff rage now operated, the Zionists did increase the number of seats to nine.12 
Th ey did not undermine the control of the former coalition, which won elev-
en seats, and Dr Landau remained chairman of the Gmina almost until the 
outbreak of the Second World War. Nevertheless, in the 1920s the process of 
Zionists conquering the community seemed to be successful. 
Th is development was put to an end by an agreement between the Sana-
tion (Sanacja) movement and the Orthodox community in the early 1930s. 
Th is formed the basis for stressing only the religious character of Jewish com-
munities. In this way the Zionist hopes for nationalising the communities 
and national modernising of “Jewish estate” vanished unfulfi lled. Only Or-
thodox initiatives and welfare actions had some chance of being supported 
by the general administration (which meant securing them some fi nancial 
means). Th e state administration favoured the Orthodox party and their al-
lies. Nevertheless, aft er the shehita controversy in 1936, when protests were 
held by the Orthodox community, the government’s friendship with them 
collapsed. From this moment on, the state administration started to prefer 
the Jewish economic parties and so- called neo-assimilationists.13 Th is term 
meant followers of Piłsudski who formed the group of so-called combatants 
(members of Związek Żydów Uczestników Walk o Niepodległość). Th e leader 
of the Cracovian combatant group was Leopold Spira.14 Th e developments in 
the 1930s demonstrated the growing strength of etatism and interventionism. 
According to its doctrine, every remnant of institutional autonomy should be 
abolished. Th is was relevant for the autonomous municipal self-government 
and even confessional administration, too. Both structures were nationalised 
(upaństwowiony) and developed into subordinated public institutions fulfi ll-
ing the state administration directives only. 
Th e Jewish communities seemed completely dependent on the state ad-
ministration. In the case of Krakow, the traditional Orthodox-integrationist 
communal board was dissolved in December 1936 and replaced by a nom-
inated commissar board (Tymczasowy Zarząd Komisaryczny) headed by Dr 
Landau (this happened aft er the unifi cation of the Krakow and Podgórze 
Jewish communities into one body). Th is board had a strong neo-assimila-
tionist fraction. Th ere were only three Zionist members (and six Orthodox). 
12 Polonsky, Th e Jews in Poland, 130.
13 Jerzy Tomaszewski, “Niepodległa Rzeczypospolita”, in Najnowsze dzieje Żydów w Pol-
sce w  zarysie (do 1950), ed. Jerzy Tomaszewski (Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Naukowe PWN, 
1993), 191.
14 Kamil Stephan, Czesław Brzoza, “Leopold Józef Spira”, in Krakowianie, 68−70.
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In this way, the Zionist hopes for nationalising of the community were cer-
tainly dashed.
Due to this development, it seems that the Zionists were not very success-
ful in conquering the Jewish community in Krakow in the interwar period. 
Th ey therefore failed to fulfi l their main inter-Jewish aim, partly because of 
the governmental politics. What did the Zionists learn from this develop-
ment? How did their programme change? 
My thesis presented here is that the lack of any chance for infl uencing 
the balance of power in the Jewish community did strengthen the Zionist 
interests in municipal politics. It seems to me that aft er 1930 the main fi eld 
of Zionist interests, besides publishing and educational activities, became the 
participation in municipal self-government. Th ese interests were particu-
larly intensive in Krakow. With some exaggeration, one could claim that in 
the 1930s the Cracovian Zionists turned from conquering the community 
to conquering the municipality. Th is development corresponded with inter-
national factors. According to Arthur Hantke, quoted by Ezra Mendelsohn, 
the Diaspora gained in importance even in 1926 mainly due to the political 
situation and collapse of the fourth aliyah: “Th e Federation is losing all its 
(Zionistic) content, the connection between it and the work for Palestine is 
growing weaker, and the other tasks of the Federation included in the con-
ception »Diaspora work« or »local politics« have inevitably become the most 
important aspects of its work.”15 
The Zionists in the Municipal Council in Krakow
Th e early development of municipal self-government in the former Galicia 
presents some similarities to the evolution of the confessional administration 
there. At the end of the First World War, in the independent Polish Republic 
no city council elections were held either in Krakow or in Lvov, where the 
pre-war councils continued to operate.16 During the period between 1918 
15 Ezra Mendelsohn, Zionism in Poland: Th e Formative Years, 1915–1926 (New Haven, 
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1981), 331.
16 Polonsky, Th e Jews in Poland, 115, 118. For more details see Czesław Brzoza, “Jewish 
Participation in elections to Kraków City Council”, Polin. Studies in Polish Jewry 23, (2010): 
213−239; Hanna Kozińska-Witt, Udział Żydów w wyborach. For a detailed history of the Kra-
kow municipal government see Elżbieta Adamczyk, Gospodarka komunalna miasta Krakowa 
w okresie II Rzeczypospolitej (Kraków: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego,  1997); 
idem, “Samorząd Krakowa i jego władze”, in Dzieje Krakowa. Kraków w latach 1918−1939, 
ed. Janina Bieniarzówna and Jan M. Małecki (Kraków: Wydawnictwo Literackie, 1997), vol. 4, 
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and 1933 there was no local government election in Krakow, and the pre-war 
Council was kept alive, with additional members being co-opted. 
Due to the absence of democratic elections, in 1918 the City Council was 
still dominated by old liberal elitist parties. Its members were elected on the 
basis of tax and education census, so only wealthy and educated city inhabit-
ants had representatives in the City Council – about 7% of the city population 
were represented. Th e most important representatives of the Jewish inhabit-
ants in Krakow were two acculturated attorneys: the representative of the po-
litical formation of the so-called assimilationists, Dr Rafał Landau, who was 
the leader of the local Jewish Community Board, and the left ist liberal and 
even the leader of acculturated Jews, Dr Adolf Gross.17 Both cooperated with 
Polish representatives and built local power coalitions with them. Th ere were 
no representatives of Zionists in this pre-war structure, as there were no rep-
resentatives of modern non-Jewish parties, namely the Christian Democrats 
or National Democrats. Th e socialists had a small representation only, elected 
not as a representative of the Socialist Party, but on the basis of the census as 
the representative of the merchant class. Until 1918, a few members of mod-
ern parties were co-opted to the council as representatives of new districts 
incorporated into the municipality and the representatives of modern parties 
(fourth curia of general election), but they were still in the minority and did 
not challenge the traditional balance of power (in this way the fi rst represent-
ative of modern Jewish politics, the left ist Dr Henryk Schreiber, joined the 
Municipal Council in Krakow).
In the case of Zionist representation, the situation was somehow paradox-
ical, because Krakow’s Jews were represented in the democratic Sejm by the 
very important representative of the Zionist party – Yehoshua Ozjasz Th on. 
Th on’s activities and speeches were popularised by the local Zionist press: the 
daily Nowy Dziennik. In this way they were well known to the local public. 
In Krakow, Th on was perceived as a charismatic leader and a moral authority 
whose fame overcame the frontiers of his region.18 
It is understandable that the modern politicians from the former Galicia 
did not accept the persistence of the pre-modern conditions and lobbied for 
new elections. But they did not succeed. Th e government was simply not in-
terested in democratisation of the local government in former Galicia, and 
51−8; Hanna Kozińska-Witt, Krakau in Warschaus langem Schatten. Konkurrenzkämpfe in der 
polnischen Städtelandschaft  1900−1939 (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2008), 25−92.
17 Kamil Stephan, Czesław Brzoza, “Adolf Gross”, in Krakowianie, 42−44.
18 It would be very interesting to investigate whether and how Th on was perceived in 
non-Jewish circles (certainly, he was invited by the traditional intellectual conservative and 
liberal city elite to participate in the closed discussions about politics in the 1920s, which clear-
ly demonstrated recognition of his intellect and charisma).
145Conquer the Municipalities? Yehoshua Ozjasz Thon’s Followers in the Municipal…
concentrated on organising the administration in other Polish regions. Th e 
representatives of modern parties in Krakow longing for participation in mu-
nicipal politics felt discriminated against. Th ey believed that if the election 
order were to be democratised, they could take over the power in the munic-
ipality and establish the majority there.
Th is situation changed in 1924, but not in a democratic way. Th e discrim-
inated representatives of modern parties accused the old Krakow Municipal 
Council of incompetence and ineffi  ciency, and denounced it to the state ad-
ministration. Th e state administration in turn dissolved the old Municipal 
Council and replaced it with a nominated advisory board (Rada Przyboczna 
Komisarza Rządu) headed by a government commissioner. Th e board mem-
bers were nominated on the basis of the power balance in the Sejm, and the 
Sejm clubs decided who would be a member in the Municipal Council. In 
this way, the modern parties fi nally got their representatives. Th is was the 
fi rst time, also for the Zionists, that they had a representative in a municipal 
board. Yehoshua Ozjasz Th on was designated by the Jewish Circle in the Sejm 
as its nominated councillor in Krakow. 
Did modernity fi nally win in Krakow local government? Not at all. Th e 
nominated board remained powerless; it did not act, because its meetings 
were still postponed. Hence the Zionists, represented by Th on, were still 
non-active in the City Council, and the reason was not his exhausting job 
as a Sejm deputy. It was the governor’s administration that decided on local 
matters. Th e appointment of a nominated board envisaged the strengthening 
of centralisation tendencies in the Polish state.
In 1926, the dissolution of the old City Council was declared illegal by 
the Supreme Administrative Tribunal. Th e nominated municipal board was 
disbanded and the old, pre-modern institution regained its power. As in the 
past, there were no Zionist representatives. Th e Piłsudski takeover in May 
1926 did not infl uence the shape of the Municipal Council in Krakow. 
Th e old City Council stayed in power until 1931, when it was fi nally re-
placed by the commissioner board dominated by Sanation (Rada Przybocz-
na, later Tymczasowa Rada Miejska). Th e liberal period of self-government 
fi nished in Krakow fi rst in this year. Th e replacement manifested the defi ni-
tive victory of etatism and state interventionism. It was only in March 1933 
that the parliament passed a bill on the partial reorganisation of local govern-
ment (ustawa o częściowej zmianie ustroju samorządowego z dn. 13 lipca 1933, 
“ustawa scaleniowa”), which fi nally made the establishment of a democrati-
cally elected City Council possible. Th e fi rst elections to the new council were 
set for December 10th, 1933. Th e election was a victory for Piłsudski’s Sana-
tion in the form of the local Non-Partisan Bloc for Economic Co-operation 
(Bezpartyjny Blok Współpracy Gospodarczej), which won 37 of the 64 seats. 
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One part of this Sanation structure was built by the Jewish Non-Partisan Bloc 
(Żydowski Blok Bezpartyjny), which won 13 seats. Jews who supported Sana-
tion were called “governmental Jews” (Żydzi rządowi) and were elected only 
because of their support for the movement. No other Jewish grouping gained 
representation in the Council. Th e Zionists supported the bloc and gained 
four representatives in the Municipal Council (three General and one Mizra-
hi). One could say that Zionists were fi nally represented in the Krakow local 
government fi rst in 1933, i.e., much later than they gained some seats on the 
Jewish Community Board. While their infl uence in the Jewish Community 
Board was decreasing in the 1930s, at the same time in the Municipal Council 
it seemed to increase. Although the Zionist status in the municipality im-
proved, they were not the strongest Jewish grouping there. Th ey were out-
numbered by other Jewish supporters of Sanation, most of them traditional 
and assimilationist Jews. 
If Th on was the most prominent Cracovian Zionist activist at the state 
level (aft er his death in 1936 he was replaced by Ignacy Izaak Schwarzbart19), 
Juda Zimmerman – the civil engineer, attorney and economics expert – was 
the main local Zionist activist.20 Th is is paradoxical because he is completely 
forgotten now, and one cannot fi nd his name in any lexicon or encyclopaedia.
According to reports in the Zionist daily Nowy Dziennik, the Zionists 
were very active during the Municipal Council meetings. It seems that aft er 
1933 Zionists became, despite their low numbers, the main speakers on be-
half of Cracovian Jews. In this way they took over the representative function 
that in the past belonged to both acculturated attorneys, Rafał Landau and 
Adolf Gross. In this case, the Zionists could call themselves successful. Th e 
replacement of representative functions from acculturated to Zionists was 
possible because neither Landau nor Gross were re-elected in a democratic 
communal election. While the main victory of the Zionists was the replace-
ment of the old councillor with new politicians, the topics and the style of the 
interventions in Municipal Council remained constantly the same. Th e per-
sistence was built on the fact that the traditional ways of discrimination and 
privileging did not change in the new reality.21 Th ey became indeed much 
stronger. Th e Zionists were engaged in realisation of equal rights and pro-
tested against the discrimination of Jews on the job market and by subsidies. 
Th ey seemed to use only a few modern “democratic” arguments: they fought 
for fair distribution of fi nancial means on the basis of the Jewish percentage 
19 David Engel, “Ignacy Schwarzbart”, in YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe, 
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Schwarzbart_Ignacy [accessed 20.04.2014].
20 “Jubileusz 60-lecia dra Judy Zimmermanna”, Nowy Dziennik 18 (1939): 7; Schwarzbart, 
Tvishen bayde velt milkhomes, 30, 60, 68, 88, 105, 135, 142, 333.
21 For more details see Kozińska-Witt, Polityka subwencyjna samorządu krakowskiego.
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in the city population, and combated job discrimination by pointing to the 
formal equality of everybody. Th eir liberal predecessors pointed rather to the 
municipal duties to comfort all inhabitants. 
It seems that in the 1930s participation in municipal politics generally 
gained importance for all opposition milieus. Th e municipalities were char-
acterised by opposition for political arenas being an alternative to the state 
politics dominated by autocratic power. For the Zionists, a special reason for 
intensifying their activities in the municipality was the impossibility of con-
quering the Jewish Community Board I described in the fi rst part of this 
article. A further reason was the growing discontent with the state politics 
and the fact that the infl uence of the Jewish Circle in the Sejm was constant-
ly decreasing in the late 1920s. In Krakow, where the Zionists were fi nally 
represented in the municipality, they could hope to win even more infl uence 
in municipal politics in the future. Th ey felt supported by the local Sanation 
leaders who paid attention to representative performance acts: they offi  cially 
supported the Zionist cultural initiatives and participated in opening cere-
monies (for example at art exhibitions).22
Although the Zionists were equally verbal as all the other political mi-
lieus represented in the Municipal Council, their interventions were not very 
successful. Th e general ideology of the Polish government stressed the mod-
ernisation of the state. Th is was understood by Sanation as “religiously indif-
ferent:” therefore Sanation worked to minimise of confessional infl uences in 
the public sphere and tried to initiate a secularised welfare system. Because 
of this “religious-neutral” understanding of social politics alone, the Zion-
ists could not win more municipal subsidies for activities of the Jewish com-
munity as it was a confessional unit. Aft er the economic crisis of 1929, and 
particularly in 1931 and ’32, the subsidies for Jewish welfare and education 
constantly decreased. In the second half of the 1930s, they became very short. 
Th is was a tragedy because the professional and social structure of the Jewish 
population did not allow the inclusion of the Jewish poor in the new mod-
ernised secular welfare system. Th e reformist tendency met together with an-
ti-Semitic politics, expressing the wish of “national economy,” which really 
meant preferential treatment for “pure Poles” against other ethnic groups. 
Th e process of exclusion continued and became more multifaceted.
Th e last municipal elections in Krakow were called for 17th December 
1938. Here, the three principal parties contesting the election were, fi rstly, 
the pro-government OZON – which, partly as a result of the mediation of 
the archbishop of Krakow, Adam Sapieha, reached an alliance with the local 
22 Natasza Styrna, Zrzeszenie Żydowskich Artystów i Rzeźbiarzy w Krakowie (1931−1939) 
(Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Neriton, 2009), 59.
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Labour Party – secondly, the PPS, and thirdly, the National Party. Only the 
PPS co-operated with Jewish politicians. Among Jewish lists, the dominant 
role was still held by the Zionist-sponsored representation of United Jewry of 
the City of Krakow (Reprezentacja Zjednocznego Żydowstwa miasta Krakowa) 
– the Bund did not join this formation. 
Again, the Zionists got four representatives (out of 72 seats) and cooper-
ated not only with the assimilationist-Orthodox (4) and neo-assimilationist 
(1), but also with the Polish socialists (24).23 Th e protest against authoritarian 
state politics led to collaboration between the left ist Polish party, which be-
lieved in classes, and the Zionists, which believed in the Jewish nation – some-
thing that could be seen as a paradox. Th e Zionist leader Juda Zimmerman 
was elected as one of seven assessors (ławnik) who built the city presidium 
that ruled the city together with the president. Th is was the highest represent-
ative function won by the Zionists in the interwar period. Nevertheless, the 
balance of power in the democratic elected Municipal Council was somewhat 
shaky: the right and the left  each had 50% of seats. Both groups longed for 
better results, and worked for a re-election. Th e Municipal Council meetings 
were full of senseless discussions, while anti-Semitic and anti-anti-Semitic 
arguments were used, much more oft en than had previously been the case.
Conclusion
Th e Zionists were weak in the Krakow Municipal Council, much weaker 
than the assimilationists in the past. Th e Zionist milieu was represented in 
the Municipal Council mostly by only four councillors. Th ere are many ways 
in which we can explain this shortage in personnel. My favourite is the one 
presented by Edward D. Wynot and Gertrund Pickhan based on the changes 
in the social structure of Polish state inhabitants: the Zionists represented the 
political centre (Yiddish: birgerlechn), mostly Jewish intelligentsia and some 
independent enterprises (the Jewish intelligentsia were discriminated against 
on the Polish job market and worked in private enterprises). Both milieus lost 
their status in the Second Polish Republic, partly because of the economic 
crisis. Instead, the “dependent workers” gained importance. Th is group felt 
represented by left ist parties.24 Th erefore, Zionist politics could not be very 
23 Schwarzbart, Tvishen bayde velt milkhomes, 68−70.
24 Edward D. Wynot, Warsaw between the World Wars: Profi le of the Capital City in a Devel-
oping Land, 1918-1939 (New York: Columbia University Press, 1983), 127; Gertrud Pickhan, 
“Gegen den Strom”. Der Allgemeine Jüdische Arbeiterbund “Bund” in Polen 1918−1939 (Stutt-
149Conquer the Municipalities? Yehoshua Ozjasz Thon’s Followers in the Municipal…
popular on the Jewish streets in Krakow and Kazimierz, which was really 
substantial in democratic times. Th e Zionists seemed to build the elite there, 
but they did not have enough “simple soldiers.”25
In general, the Cracovian Zionists did not attain much either for their 
sympathisers or for the Jewish community. Th e rapid decrease in municipal 
subsidies for Jewish initiatives suggests that they probably achieved much 
less than the assimilationists had some years earlier. I do not imagine that the 
Zionists could accomplish more in the 1930s, when the economic situation 
strengthened the old rivalries and authoritarian politics began its love aff air 
with chauvinistic nationalism. 
Th ere was probably only one battle in the municipality that the Zionists 
had won – that against the assimilationists. Th ey succeeded by replacing the 
liberal Jewish representatives with new politicians. To be precise, in the last 
election the Zionist revisionists won one seat from Krakow’s centre, which 
was inhabited mostly by integrationists.26 Th is victory was declared as a big 
event by Zofi m, but it seemed rather a Pyrrhic victory. While much media 
attention was attracted on this subject, it did not change the fact that the Zi-
onists remained a weak political party in their own locality. 
Th is political weakness did not mean that Zionism was not a moral au-
thority and did not – as an ideal, a vision, a cultural orientation and a juvenile 
counterculture27 – infl uence people. Besides the reign in the invented realm 
of ideals, the Zionists were active and successful in their education activities 
and the press. Yehoshua Ozjasz Th on indeed held a huge amount of moral 
authority and was a very charismatic person. Th e history of the Zionists in 
Krakow’s local government envisaged that the party could be simultaneously 
on the political margins and at the same time very infl uential by the people. 
Th is paradox probably characterises every elitist movement or milieu. And it 
seems not so unusual in the Polish lands – there still exists a romantic adage 
about “govern over souls” (rząd dusz), which does not mean to reign over the 
people in reality. 
gart-München: Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 2001), 371. As the Bund was weak in Krakow, they 
could possibly vote only for PPS?
25 See also Ezra Mendelsohn, “Refl ections on East European Jewish Politics in the Twenti-
eth Century”, YIVO Annual 20 (1991): 23−37, here: 28.
26 Kalman Stein, “Di yidn in Krakover shtotrat tsvishn di tsvej velt-milkhomes“, in Sefer ha 
shanah/Yorbuch (Tel Aviv: World Federation of Polish Jews, 1970), 318−326, 323.
27 Mendelsohn, Refl ections, 32.

